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travelling on mule back, or bullock-cart, for the outlying
villages and hamlets.
Talkies, I fear, are out of our reach at present. The
expense, the dialect problem and the difficulty of making
them are too much for us. The best we can hope for is
synchronized gramophone records of running comment,
aided by loudspeakers.
A touring cinema should carry a magic lantern, an
exhibition, samples of seeds, ploughs, ventilators, etc.,
plenty of posters and literature, and a keen and competent
lecturer and demonstrator. The evening entertainment
is followed next morning by an exhibition and a demon-
stration before the circus moves on to the next village.
If local bodies, schools, co-operative societies, Red Cross,
Boy Scouts, large landlords and every one else join together
to organize and pay for a tour there is no reason why such
a circus should not go on touring from village to village, six
days a week and nine months a year. The shorter the
marches between shows and the more continuous the
programme the cheaper it works out. When people are
making their plans for weddings and other ceremonies,
why should they not apply for the travelling cinema and
show (on payment of course), and include that in their
festivities, together with a sports tournament to help to
make things gay ?
(iii) Dramas. These are the most popular and in some
ways the very best of all means of spreading the light.
Villagers love drama and will sit and watch it all night;
most people love acting and the village lad is a born actor.
The trouble is that drama, to be good—and we do not
want to flood the villages with rubbish nor to make school-
boy actors learn rubbish by heart—requires a good play
and a good producer, and these are both very rare. Cinemas

